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MOSQUE OF SHAIl^ ‘ABDU-N NABl. 


A t ft of ftbont ft mile from tbe Deliii gate of Si&hjahanabad on the Delhi 

Muttra toad there lioa a mosq[ue built by Shail^ Abdu^n KabI, the Sadm-f 
gadOr or Chief gadr of Akbw. The rooaque belongii to the etyle of eaily Mughal 
urcldtectureoahibitedmthef^airudMiiiiJ^ and contains a central heaiisi>liBrical 
dome without any flankmg towera or minars which “ were considared nearly india- 
pensable in the buildinge of the Mugbala Tery shortly aftenrarda.”* * It is constructed 
of lubbk maaoniy rendered with plaster, and consiftta of an oblo^ haU meftsuniig 
some 73' north and south by 33' east and west, The latter ia divided into thrw 
compaxtmenU cornmnnicatLag with each other by archways. The ^tern facade is 
relieved by three pointed arches, the central of them, which is the highest, being 
S' in height and !»' 1' in width* Eeccsstti deeply from these are the actual entrances 
to the prayer chamber consisting of pointed arches each 15' 6' high and 11' 1' wide. 
The spandrels of all the arches were ornamented with circular bosees of plaster incised 
with the Muhammadan creed or geometrical paftema bordered with floral designs, 
but CKsapting u few which are earttcmely faded, they have all disappeared 

The central compartment, which is covered by a dome, b 24' 2* square. At the 
height of 26' 3* from the floor the square b brought to an octagon by the usual arched 
pendentivGS, the aides facing north, south and west being pierced with arched windows, 
and some U' higher up the dome aprings from a siateen sided drum. It rises 15' 
above the drum and is crowned by a plaster lotus cresting. 'The inner west waU of the 
prayer chamber is provided with three prayer niches or corresponding to the 

three cater openixiigB^ . i_ vj 

The eoffita oi the ceiitral dome os well ae of the TaoltB which cover the aide apart-*^ 

ments, are ornamented with incised plaster, but the principal feature of oniamenta^ 
tion ifl tbe many^oloured tiles, ret in pleasing designs which embeliiah the miArdhs. 
Cireular tUe discs inreribed with the name of God or the Muhammadan creed are also 
to be found on the walls and the spandrels of the eastern arch inside the central apart¬ 
ment. Those details of oinamentation are, however, fast disappearing, and to a 
certain extent have already vanished. The mosque is in an advanced statto of decay 


» A t«.ui t, Mih*» HIT of Akb« «ul ^ 

4 Tl It l>H botwea bUb S uid 3 Jrfun Dirilil on th* Jlattr* Carr Klrj***^ pp. 

* VB«tu»on. IfulWt n# Imiliam Evtr^ Atftiifftim. ttandoa IHIO) put U. P-**e. 
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HOSaCE OF liSAI£S 'ABDU-H BAbL 

eent for, the former having been appointed chief of the caravan of pQgrima and 
entrusted with the money sent to the deserving people there. Bat the news of the 
insurrection of MirzA Muhammad ^aldni. infused the tivo exiles with wild and an« 
deEned hopes, who forthwith, inspite of the admonhioitB of the Sberif of Mecca and 
in direct contravention to the injunctions of the Emperor, embarked for home ond 
landed in Gujarat in MO A.H. (1582 A-D.}. The MaUidiimu-l Mu!k died at Ahmada- 
ba^ but 'Abdu-n Nahi received orders to attend the royal presance.* On his arrival 
at Fathpur, an account of 70,000 rupees which the Emperor gave him when he eet off 
for Mecca was demanded of him, and with a view to make him settle it, he was made 
over into the custody of Rfija fodar Mol, and for some time was imprisoned Uke a 
defaulting tax gatherer in the counting-house of the office, where one night a mob 
strangled him.* Another historian* says that 'Abdu-n NabS was handed over to 
Abul Fad who either strangled him owing to previous enmity, or let him suffer a 
natural death. His death occvtied in the year M2 A.il. (1664 AJ).)- 

Zafar Hssax. 


^ Uvme, voL n. |L css-i I Voi. iH, p. isa 

* T'ondrlU, V^ 11. p, SLU 

• JfAdMn^ L'ttwS. V«L U, p. SM. 
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